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PREFACE 



Neither the French verb nor the verb of any lan- 
guage can be mastered without effort or in a very 
short space of time, and all promises to teach the 
verb at a glance are delusive. 

This treatise, as implied by its name, is an attempt 
to simplify a very important part of the French 
Grammar. It is not merely a theoretical exposition 
of the French verb, but is the result of years of 
practical teaching in the school room. 

It is published at the repeated requests of many 
of my former students of Emory College, and, it is 
hoped that it may prove useful to others also. It is 
not intended to take the place of a grammar, and, to 
encourage the use of the dictionary, the French 
forms are given without their English equivalents. 

The blank pages are intended for notes on the 
idiomatic uses of the different verbs. The blank 
index, if properly filled out, will make the notes 
more accessible. 

Julius Maqath. 

Emoby College, 

Oxford, Qa. 



N 



INDEX 

PAGE 

Analysis, Compound Tenses 29-31 

Analysis, Simple Tenses 14r-16 

Anomalous Verbs 47-48 

Avoir, Conjugation of, Simple Tenses 8-- 9 

Avoir, Conjugation of. Compound Tenses 29-81 

Compound Tenses, Synoptical Formulas for. 32 

Conjugations, Number of Verbs in each 12 

Defective Verbs 44r-46 

IItre, Directions for Conjugating 11 

Stre, some Verbs Conjugated with 35 

First Conjugation (ER-Verbs)...- 14-17 

Fourth Conjugation (RE-Verbs) 25-26 

Grouping of Simple Tenses 13 

Index to Notes on Interleaved Pages 49-end 

Impersonal Verbs 41 

Interrogative Verbs 37 

Moods 5 

Negative Verbs 36 

Negative-Interrogative Verbs 38 

Notes on the ER-Verbs 17-18 

^OTES ON THE Xxv— VERBS.* •••.• • •...• ••■ ••i.....«iMX^^^ 

Notes on the OIR- Verbs 24 

Notes on the RE-Verbs 26 

Participles, HOW Formed 17 

Passive Verbs.« 40 

Practice, Verbs for 42-43 

Pronominal Verbs 39 

Reflexive Verbs 39 

Reciprocal Verbs 39 

Second Conjugation, (IR-Verbs) 20-22 

Tenses, Simple 14-16 

Tenses, Compound., 29-31 

Third Conjugation, (OIR-Verbs) 23-24 



HINTS TO TEACHERS. 



1. Insist on Ihorough work and on frequent review. 

2. While the order laid down has been found to 
answer the purpose for successful class work, some 
teachers may prefer to take up the compound tenses 
at an earlier stage and make such other changes as 
they may deem best. 

3. To avoid the parrot-like recitation of the verb, 
the intelligent teacher will make constant changes 
in the forms of his questions, and, as early as pos- 
sible, require the student to form sentences both 
orally and in writing. The knowledge of the con- 
jugations is of little use if not applied to practical 
purposes. 

4. Many text-books do too much of the teachers' 
work and make it too easy for the student. I have 
tried to avoid this, and the teacher and student will 
have to do their share. No book can take the place 
of the thorough and enthusiastic teacher, and a 
text-book is not what it should be if it does not sitg- 
geat additional work. 

5. Make great use of the blackboard, and guide 
the student in making proper use of the blank pages 
for notes, especially on everything pertaining to the 
French Verb. 



VERBES AUXILIAIRES 

(AUXILIARY verbs) 

There are two auxiliary verbs in French : avoir — 
to have, and itre — to be. 

MoBt French verbs are conjugated, in the com- 
pound tenses, with the auxiliary avoir. 

When used as principal verbs, avoir is transitive 
and Hre is neuter. 

Modes (Moods) 

There are five moods: infinitif — infinitive; indica- 
tif — indicative; conditionnel — conditional; mbjonctif 
— subjunctive; and impSratif — imperative. Some 
add a sixth mood : Mode partidpe — participle mood. 

Temps (Tenses) 

There are two kinds of tenses: simples — simple, 
and composes — compound. 

Temps simples (Simple tenses) 

The mode infinitif has one form : present — present. 

The mode indicatif has four tenses : present — pres- 
ent; imparfait — imperfect; passS dSfini — preterite 
definite, and futur — future. 

The mode conditionnel has one tense : present — ^pres- 
ent. 

The mode svhjonctif has two tenses : prSsent — pres- 
ent, and imparfait — imperfect. 

The mode participe has one form, prisent — ^present. 



TEMPS SIMPLES 

(SIMPLE TENSES) 



8 The French Verb Simplified. 

Master, thoroughly, the simple tenses of the aux- 
iliary verb avoir — to have, as follows : 

Mode Indicatif (Indicative mood) 
Present (present) ' 

tu as 
il a 

nous avona 
vous avez 
ils ont 

Imparfait (imperfect) 

j'avais 
tu avata 
il BLYait 
nous B.vion8 
vous avie^ 

ils ayaient 

• 

Pass6 d6fini (preterite definite) 

j'eus 
tu eus 
il eut 

nous etlmes 
vous edtes 
ils eurent 
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FUTUR (future) 



j'aurai 
tu aurcM 
il aura 
nous aurona 
vous aurfs 
ils auron^ 

Mode Conditionnel (Conditional mood) 

Present (presents 

j'aurais 
tu aurat« 
11 aurat^ 
nous aun'ona 
vous auriez 
ils B,uraient 

Mode Subjonctif (Subjunctive mood) 

Present (present) 

que j'aie 
que tu aies 
qu'il ait 
que nous ayons 
que vous ayez 
qu'ils aient 
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Imparfait (imperfect) 

que j'eusse 
que tu eusses 
qu'il etit 

que nous eussions 
que vous euseiez 
qu'ils eussent 

Modd Impcratif (Imperative mood) 

ale 

qu'il ait 
ayoQS 
ayez 
qu'ik aient 

Mode Participe (Participle mood) 

Present (present) 

ayant 

Note — a. The forms ai^ cw, a; ons, ez^ ont^ of the 
present tense, indicative mood, of avoir, will always 
be the endings of the future of every French verb. 

b. The endings of the imperfect indicative, viz: 
ais, aia, ait; ions, iez, aient, will be the endings of every 
verb in the canditionaL 

c. The link vowel of the preterite definite, first 
and second plural, also the third singular of the 
imperfect auhjunctive, has a circumflex accent, 
as notM parldmea, vous parldtes, qu^il parldt. 
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Directions for Conju^fating the Verb Etre 

1. JPreaent indictUive, suiSj es^ est; aommeSf ^es, 
8ont. 

2. I^reaent stittJunctive, soia^ aoUy eoit; aoyona^ aoyezy 
aoient. 

3. The imperfect indicative is formed from the 
stem of the verb, ^^, and the regular endings of the 
imperfect. 

4. Preterite definite and imperfect auldunc^ 
tive^ substitute in the corresponding tenses of 
avoir / for e. 

5. The stem of the future and conditional is aer. 

6. The past participle is ^t&. The 6 of the infinitive 
is changed to ^ throughout. 

Note.— Eeview the verb avoir and write out, from 
memory^ by aid of these directions, the simple tenses 
of the whole of the verb ^tre. 
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Conjugaisons 

(conjugations) 

**The French verbs, numbering in all 4,060, are 
divided into four conjugations, according to the end- 
ing of the infinitive. The first conjugation, num- 
bering 3,620, ends in er; the second, having 360 
verbs, ends in ir; the third, comprising only 30 
verbs, ends in oir, and the fourth, with 60 verbs, 
ends in re.'' 

The above figures are based on Dietionnaire de 
V Academie, edition 1835. The numbers are some- 
what changed now, but the fact remains that about 
nine-tenths of the French verbs belong to the first 
conjugation. The importance of mastering this 
conjugation is therefore obvious. 



_i 
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Grouping: of Tenses 

To simplify the study of the verb, the simple 
tenses are divided into the following three groups : 

Gboup 1, consisting of 

The Infinitive (present), 
The Future, 

The Imperfect (indicative), 
The Conditional. 

Group 2, consisting of 

The Present (indicative). 
The Present (subjunctive). 
The Imperative. 

Group 3, consisting of 

The Preterite definite, 
The Imperfect (subjunctive). 
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The ER-Verbs 

Tense Analysis 

The JPk^ture is formed from the iuflnitive and the 
present of the indicative of avoir; as, 

je chanterai 
tu chantercM 
11 chantera 
nous chanterona 
Yous chanteres 
lis chanteron^ 

The Imperfect indicative is formed from the 
stem of the verb and the following endings: ais, aia, 
ait; ionSf iez^ aient ; as, 

je chantaia 

tu chantaia 

il chantatf 

nous chantion^ 

vous chanties 

lis chantaien^ 

The Conditional is formed from the infinitive and 
the endings of the imperfect; as^ 

je chanterai^ 

tu chanterat8 

il chanterai^ 

nous chanterions 

vous chantertez 

lis chanteraient 
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The Present Indicative is formed from the stem 
of the verb and the following endings: e, e«, e; otis^ 
€z, ent; as, 

je chante 

tu chantes 

il chante 

nous chanton8 

V0U8 chantf2 

ils chanten^ 

The l^resent Subjunctive is formed from the 
present of the indicative and from the imperfect of 
the indicative, namely : the first singular, the second 
singular, the third singular and the third plural from 
the present, and the first plural and second plural 
from the imperfect; as, 

que je chante 
que tu chantea 
qu'il chante 
que nous chantion^ 
que vous chanttez 
qu'ils cbantenf 

The Imperative has, properly speaking, only two 
forms, namely: the second singular and the second 
plural. The other persons, however, with the excep- 
tion of t|ie first person singular, are sometimes used 
with the sense of the imperative, and are formed as 
follows : the second singular, the first plural and the 
second plural from the present of the indicative tvith- 
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out the pronouns ; for the third persons— singular and 
plural— the forms of the present of the subjunctive 
are used ;* as, 

chante f 

qu'il chante 

chanton8 

chantez 

qu'ils chantent 

The Preterite Definite is formed from the stem 
of the verb and the following endings: at, as, a; dmes^ 
dtea^ drent; as, 

je chantai 
tu chantod 
11 chanta 
nous chantdm6« 
vous chantd^ 
ils chant^en^ 

The Imperfect Subjunctive is a lengthened form 
of the preterite definite, and is seen better in the other 
conjugations; it is formed from the stem of the verb, 
and the following endings: aaae, asses^ dt; assion^ 
assiezy assent; as, 

que je chantod^e 
que tu ch&uta88€8 
qu'il chantd^ 
que nous chan toaaiond 
que vous ch&utassiez 
qu'ils chantassen^ 

"•Grammars usually give the second lingular and the first and 
second plural only under the imperative. 

t The"s" is dropped. 
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Participes (Participles) 

There are two participles : present, present, &ud pcua^y 
past. 

The present participle is formed from the stem of 
the verb and ant, as parlant, and is invariable. The 
past participle is formed from the stem with the addi- 
tion of acute accented e, and is frequently variable, as 
parl^, paries. 

Note. — This conjugation, embracing, as it has 
already been remarked, the majority of the French 
verbs, has only two irregular verbs, namely: alter 
and envoy er. The irregular forms of these verbs will 
be found on page 47. 

Notes on the ER-Verbs 

a. The letters c and g are hard before a, o, u, and 
soft before e, i and y. If a verb, therefore, ends in 
the infinitive in cer or ffer^ the soft sound of the c and 
g of the infinitive will have to be preserved through 
the whole conjugation, and to accomplish this the c 
is written with a cedilla before any of the letters a, o 
or % and a euphonic e is inserted after the letter g 
under similar conditions; as, nous forgons, nous 
gageons. 
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6. Verbs in eler and eter double the ^ and ^ be- 
fore a silent «, as in the verb appeler, fappeUe^ tu 
appellesy nous appelana. 

c. Verbs having an acute accent on the penult, in 
the infinitive, change the acute accent to a grave; as 

esp^evj fespdre, 

d. Verbs ending in the infinitive, in yer, change 
the j^ to i before mute e; as in envoyer^ fenvoie. 

e. In verbs ending in ayer, as effrayer, payer, 
or in eyer, as grassier, the y is usually retained 
through the whole conjugation; as J^effraye, il 
pay era, PavZ grasseye, 

/. Verbs in ier have two Va, one after the other, in 
the first and second persons plural of the imperfect 
indicative and present subjunctive; as, n(yu8 priions, 
que vous criiez. 

It should also be remarked that all verbs in yer, 
and, in general, verbs ending in the present participle 
in yant, have y and i in the two first persons plural 
of the imperfect of the indicative, and of the present 
of the subjunctive; as, nous ployions, vous appuyiez, 
que nous fuyionSy que vous croyiez. 
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Synoptical Table of the ER-Verbs 

the tenses arranged by groups 
FIRST GROUP 



DIPIBITIVB 


FUTURE 


IMPERFECT 


CONDITIONAL 


parler 


parlerai 


parlaia 


parleraia 




pari eras 


psLTlaia 


parleraid 




parlera 


psLTlait 


parlerai^ 




parlerorw 


parliona 


parlenoTM 




parlere^ 


p&rliez 


parlen'e^; 




parleron^ 


p&r\aient 


parleraien< 



SECOND GROUP 



PRESENT 


PRESENT 


IMPEBATIVE 


INDICATIVE 


SUBJUNCTIVE 




parle 


parle 




paries 


pariea 


parle* 


parle 


parle 




parlona 


parliona 


parlona 


paries 


parlies 


paries 


parlen^ 


parlen^ 





"t^he 8 of the Indicative is dropped. 



THIRD GROUP 



PRETERITE 
DEFINITE 


IMPERFECT 
SUBJUNCTIVE 


PRESENT 
PARTICIPLE 


PAST 
PARTICIPLE 


parlai 

parloa 

pariah 

parldmea 

parlt:^^es 

parl^rew^ 


parlaaae 

parlaaaea 

parlcf^ 

parlaaaiona 

p&rlassiez 

p&rlaasent 


parlan^ 


parl^ 
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Synoptical Table of the IR-Verbs 

THE TENSES ARRANGED BY GROUPS 



FIRST GROUP 



INFIN- 
ITIVE. 


FUTURE 


PRESENT 
PARTICIPLE 


IMPERFECT 


CONDITIONAL 


flnir 


finirai 


finiasant 


finissais 


huirais 




finira« 




finissais 


Unirais 




fioira 




finissai^ 


nnirait 




finirons 




timssiofis 


finirions 




fin ires 




finiasiez 


Aniriez 




finiron^ 




^nissaient 


^niraierU 



SECOND GROUP 



PRESENT 
PARTICIPLE 


PRESENT 
INDICATIVE 


PRESENT 
SUBJUNCTIVE 


IMPERATIVE 


finissant 


finis 


tiniaae 






fim8 


^niaaea 


fima 




finit 


finiaae 






^nissons 


^niaaiona 


tiniaaona 




Anisaez 


tiniaaiez 


^niaaez 




^nisaent 


^ni^aent 





THIRD GROUP 



PRETERITE 


IMPERFECT 


PARTICIPLES 




DEFINITE 


SUBJUNCTIVE 


PRESENT PAST 




finia 


^uiaae 


^uiaaant 


fim 




tinia 


^niaaea 








nnit 


nuit 








Animea 


finiaaiona 








l^uUea 


^niaaiez 








Unirent 


^uiaaent 
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Notes on the IR- Verbs. 

a. JFaiUiVy in the present of the indicative : Je 
Jaux^ tu faux^ U faut; nousfaillona, voua faiUez, Ua fail- 
lent. The imperfect: Je faiUais^ etc.; future, Je /aw- 
drai or je faillirai; conditional, same stem as future ; 
participle present, faiUant 

b. Fleurir is conjugated as in the above table, 
when it signifies to bloom, as Cea tiUipes fleuriaaaient ; 
but when used in a figurative sense, the present parti- 
ciple is floriaaant^ and the imperfect of the indicative 
has the same stem, as, Athdnea floriaaaU aoua B^riclda. 

c. Hair takes a diseresis over the i with the ex- 
<;eption of the singular of the present indicative and 
the imperative, as, Je haia^ tu haia^ haia^ noua ha'iaaona. 

d. All verbs in enir have the following endings : 
in the preterite definite ins, in«, int; inmea^ tntea^ inrent ; 
and in the imperfect of the subjunctive : inaae^ inaaea, 
int, inaaionay inaaiez^ inaaent, as : Je vina, tu vina^ il vint; 
noua vinmea voua, vtntea^ Ua vinrent; queje vinaaea^ que 
tu vinaaea^ qu'il vtnt, que noua vinaaiona^ etc. All these 
verbs double the n before e mute, and the stem of the 
future and conditional is -iendr^ as : queje vienne, noua 
viendrona, Ua tiendraient. 

6. The verbs mentir, partiVf sentir, sortir, 
se repentir drop the last t of the stem in the two 
first persons singular of the present of the indicative, 
and consequently also of the second singular of the 
imperative, as ; Je para^ je aena, je mena, para, 

f, Courir, tnourir, querir, and their deriva- 
tives take two r^a in the future, and therefore also in 
the conditional, as : Je courrai^ noua courriona^ U ac- 
querrai. 
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g, Couvrir, offrir ouvrir^ cueillir^ souffrir^ 

are conjugated in the present of the indicative Uke 
the ER- Verbs; the present participle and the imper- 
fect indicative have the stem of the infinitive ; other- 
wise they are conjugated like the IR- Verbs; cueillir 
and its compounds, however, have the stem of the 
future and conditional eueUleVj as: Je cueiUerai^ U» 
cueiUerions, The pp. are couvertf offert ouvert cueiUi^ 
aouffert. 

The majority of verbs in IR are conjugated in ac- 
cordance with the synoptical table given above, and 
it will be well to review the tense analysis as given on 
page 14. 

Note that this verb has two stems, namely, the 
stem of the infinitive and the stem of the present par- 
ticiple. The stem of the present participle will be 
found in the plural of the present of the indicative, in 
the whole of the imperfect of the indicative, and in 
the subjunctive. 



* 

A 

I 
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Synoptical TaMe of the OIR-Verbs 



THE TENSES ARRANGED BY GROUPS 



FIRST GROUP 



INFINITIVE 


FUTURIB 


IMPERFECT 


OOKDtTIOMAL 


Recevoir 


recevrai 


recevais 


recevraw 


(Stem of future 


recevrcw 


recevata 


recevrai« 


and conditional 
irregular 


reeevra 


recevaiY 


recevrai^ 


recevrons 


recevions 


recevWon« 


recevr) 


recevrez 


recevie2? 


recevriea; 




recevron^ 


recevaien< 


recevraien^ 



SECOND GROUP 



PRESENT 
INDICATIVE 


PRESENT 
8UBJ0NCTIVB 


IMPBRATIVK 


repots 
repots 

recexons 

recevesj 

repoi/en^ 


repoive 

repoives 

repoive 

recevions 

•recevieg 

repoiven^ 


repots 

recevons 
recevea 



THIRD GROUP 



PRB<nRITB 


IMPERFECT 


PRESENT 


PAST 


DEFNITE 


SUBJUNCTIVE 


PARTICIPLE 


PARTICIPLE 


repws 


repi/sse 


recevan^ 


repw 


repws 


repasses 






repw^ 


reptl^ 






re^iXrma 


rept^sstons 






regHtei 


rept^ssze^ 






re^urefit 


repi«ssen< 
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Notes on the OIR-Verbs 

a. For the use of the cedilla, see page 17. 

6. Devoir^ redevoir and mouvoir, take a cir- 
cumflex accent on the u of the past participle, mas- 
culine singular, to distinguish them from words 
similarly spelled hut having different meanings. 

c. jPouvoir, vouloir, and valoir, and their con- 
pounds, take X in first and second singular of the pres- 
ent of the indicative, as : Je peux, tu veux, 

d. S'asseoir, je m^assieds, etc., nous noua ««- 
seyons^je rrVassai^rai^ je nCaasois^ nous nous assoyma^ 
je 7n^a88eyai8j etc., je nVasaoirai^ etc., que je m^assHe, 
are. also used. 

e. Dire^ irregular in second person plural of the 
present indicative — i, e., dites. 

Note. — 1. Bouvoir and voir double the r in the 
future, and therefore also in the conditional. 

2. The first person singular, present indicatire of 
pouvoir, when used affirmatively, may be written 
peux or puis, but in the negative puis only is used. 

3. For other forms of voir see page 48. 
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Synoptical Table of the RE-Verbs 

THE TENSES ARRANGED BY GROUPS 

FIRST GROUP 



INFIKITIVE 


FUTURE 


IMPERFECT 


CONDITIONAL • 


rendre 


rendrai* 


rendm« 


rendrai« 




rendros 


rendai^ 


rendraw 




rendra 


rendai^ 


rendrai^ 




rendrom 


rendions 


rendriona 




rendrea; 


rendiez 


rendriez 




TendTont 


rendaient 


rendraisnt 



*Verb8 in K£ drop the e in the stem of the future and conditional. 

SECOND GROUP 



PRESENT 
INDICATIVE 


PRESENT 
SUBJUNCTIVE 


IMPERATIVE 


vends 


rende 




rend8 


rende« 


rends 


rendt 


rende 




Tendons 


rendions 


rendons 


Tendez 


rendiez 


rendez 


rendent 


rendent 





fVerbs in RE having the last letter of the stem c, d, or t, have no 
ending in the third person singular of the present indicative. 

THIRD GROUP 



PRETERITE 


IMPERFECT 


PRESENT 


PAST 


DEFINITE 


SUBJUNCTIVE 


PARTICIPLE 


PARTICIPLE 


rendis 


rendisse 


rendant 


rendu 


rendis 


rendisses 






rendu 


rendt^ 






rendw«e« 


rendissions 






rendUes 


rendissiez 






rendirent 


rendissent 
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Notes on the RE- Verbs 

a. Verbs in aitre, aitre, the verb plaire and 
compounds take circumflex on the third singular 
present indicative. 

b. Verbs in indre and oindre drop the d in sec- 
ond singular, present indicative, and therefore also in 
the corresponding person of the imperative, and 
change d into t in the third person singular. 

c. Faire: Jefais^ tu fais^ ilfait; notis faUons^ voua 
faites^ il8 fcmt, Fodaant^ fait, Ferai^ etc., faaae^ etc. 

d. Joindre : Je joina^ none joignons^ joignia^ etc., 
joignant^ joint. 

6. Verbs of this conjugation drop the final e of the 
infinitive in the stem of the future and conditional. 



TEMPS COMPOSES 

(compound tenses) 
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Temps Composes (Compound Tenses) 

Tense Analysis 

The compound tenses are formed from the simple 
tenses of the auxiliary verbs avoir or ^tre and the past 
participle of the conj ugating verb. 

1. Infinitive past (infinitif pass6).— Formed from 
the infinitive present of the auxiliary and the past 
participle of the verb conjugated, as : avoir chants 
fini, re^u, rendu, eu, 6t6. 

2. Preterite indefinite (passfi ind^fini). — Formed 
from the present of the indicative of the auxiliary 
and the past participle of the verb conjugated, as : 

PRETERITE INDEFINITE 



•» • 



?> 



tu aSy 
il a, 

nous avons, 
voiLS aveZf 
Us ont, 



y chants, fini, re9U, rendu, eu,6t6. 



3. Pluperfect indicative (plus- que- parfait).— 
Formed from the imperfect indicative of the aux- 
iliary and the past participle of the verb conju- 
gated, as: 
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PLUPERFECT (Indicative) 

j'avaisy 
tu avaiSy 

voted aviezj j 
lb avaientf J 

4. JPre<eri<« anterior (pa8s6 an t6rieur).— Formed 
from the preterite definite of the auxiliary and 
the past participle of the verb conjugated, as : 



PRETERITE ANTERIOR 



tu euSf 
U euty 

nou8 eiknes, 
vovs eUteSf 
ils eurent, 



^ 



>- chants, fini, re5u, rendu, eu, 4t6. 



5. Future perfect (futur ant^rieur). — Formed from 
the future simple of the auxiliary and the past 
participle of the verb conjugated, as : 

FUTURE PERFECT 



fauraiy 
tu auras, 
il auray 
nous auronSy 
vous aurezy 
ils auronty 



chants, fini, reyu, rendu, eu, ^t4. 
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«. 



7. 



S. 



Conditional past (conditionuel pass6).— Formed 
from the conditional present of the auxiliary and 
the past participle of the verb coigugated, as : 

CONDITIONAL PAST 

fauraiSj 
tu auraiSf 
U auraity 
nouB aurwnSy 
V0U8 auriezy 
iU auraient 



chants, fini, re9U, rendu, eu ^t^. 



8ufitf'^*^ctive past (subjonctif passfi).— Formed 
from the subjunctive present of the auxiliary and 
the past participle of the verb conjugated, as : 

SUBJUNCTIVE PAST 



chants, fini, re9U, rendu, eu, 



que J aiCy 
qae tuaies, 
quHl ait, 
que nous ayons^ 
qiLe vous ayez, 
quails aienty 

JPluperfect subjunctive (subjonctif plus-que- 
parfait). — Formed from the subjunctive imper- 
fect of the auxiliary and the past participle of the 
verb conjugated, as: 

SUBJUNCTIVE PLUPERFECT 



qxie jeusse, 
que tu eusses, 
qu!U eUdy 
que nous eumons^ 
qae vous eussiez, 
qtCUs eussent, 



S^ 



chants, fini, re9U, rendu, eu. 
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Synoptical Formulas for the Compound Tenses 

1. Infinitive i>a«f= infinitive pres. aux.+p.p. 

2. Preterite inde^nif e=present indie, aux.+p.p, 

3. Pluperfect indie. =iniperfect indie, aux.+p.p. 

4. Preterite anterior=pretente definite aux.-fp.p. 

5. Futurperfect=f\it\iTeaunp\e aux.+p.p. 

6. Conditional i>a«*=conditionaI pres. aux.+p.p. 

7. Past «w6.=present sub. aux.+p.p. 

8. Pluperfect «M6.=imperfeet sub. aux.+p.p. 

Note. — a. Aetive verbs are conjugated in the eom- 
pound tenses with avoir, 

b. Pronominal verbs form their compound tenses 
with the auxiliary ^tre. 

c. Neuter verbs are conjugated with avoir when 
expressing action. Some of them, however, particu- 
larly those expressing motion, are conjugated with 
6trey as aller, arriver, sortir^ partir^ tomber, entrery 
venir^ mourir^ naitre^ d^c^der^ €clore^ and several 
others, as well as their compounds. 



CLASSIFICATION DES VERBES 

(DIFFERENT FORMS OF CONJUGATING VERBS) 
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Some Tenses of Verbs Conjugated withEtre 



PLUPKRFECT INDICATIVE 

j'6tai8tomb6 
tu 6tais tomb^ 
il 6tait tomb6 
nous 6tioiis tomb^s* 
vous 6tiez tomb^s 
ils (^talent tomb^ 



PLUPKRPKCT SUBJONOTIVE 

que je fusse tomb6 
que tu fusses tomb6 
qu41 fat tomb6 
que nous fussious tomb^s 
que vous f ussiez tomb6s 
qu'ils fussent tomb6s 



PRETSaiTB ANTERIOR 

Je fussorti 
tu f us sort! 
il f ut sorti 
nous f dmes sortls 
vous fdtes sortis 
il furent sortis 



PRETEBITB INDSFIMITB 

Je suis all6 

tu es all6 

il est all6 

nous sommes all^s 

vous 6tes all6s 

ils sont all6s 



Practice on other verbs and other tenses. 



<l3ee Freach Grammar for the agreement of the past participle. 
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Verbs Conjug:ated Negatively 

In negative verbs, in the simple tenses, the first 
part of the negation is placed before and the second 
part after the verb. In the compound tenses, the 
first part of the negation precedes the auxiliary and 
the second part is placed between the auxiliary and 
the past participle. 

EXAMPLES 



PRESENT INDICATIVE— AVOIR 

je w^ai pas 
tu n'as pas 
il w'a pas 
nous n^avons pas 
vous n^avez pas 
ils n^ out pas 

PLUPERFECT INDICATIVE 

je w^avais gudre fini 
tu w^avais gn^e fini 
il n-avait gudre fini 
nous n'avions gudre fini 

vous n^aviez gudre fini 

ils n'avaient gudre fini 



FUTURE— PARLER 

je ne parlerai Jamais 
tu ne parleras jamais 
il ne parlera jamais 
nous ne psLTlerons jamais 
vous ne parlerez Jamais 
ils ne parleront Jamais 

PLUPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE 

que je n'eusse point rendu 
que tu n'eusses point rendu 
qu^il n'eUt point rendu 
que nous n^eussions point 

rendu 
que vous n^eussiez point 

rendu 
qu^ls w'eussent point rendu 



See French Grammar for other negations, and prac- 
tice on other verbs and tenses. 
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Verbs Used Interrogatively 

In interrogative verbs, the verb precedes the pro- 
noun, and is joined to it by a hyphen. In compound 
tenses, the past participle is placed last. 

EXAMPLES 



PBS8BNT IXDICATIVK— AVOIR 

ai-je ? 
as-tu ? 
a-t*-il? 
avons-nous? 
avez-vous ? 
ont-ils ? 

PRETERITE INDBPISITB— FABLER 

ai-je parI6? 
as-tu parl6 ? 
a-t*-U-parl6? 
avons-nous parl6 ? 
avez-vous paTl6 ? 
ont-ils parl6 ? 



PUTDRIC— PINIR 

flnirai-je? 
finiras-tu ? 
finira-t-il ? 
finiront-nous ? 
finirez-vous ? 
linlront-ils ? 

CONDITIO!? AL PAST— PRENDRE 

aurais-je pris? 
aurais-tu pris? 
aurait-il pris ? 
aurions-nous pris ? 
auriez-vous pris ? 
auraient-ils pris ? 



Practice on other verbs and tenses. 



*S€e Grammar for euphonic "t." 
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Verbs Coqjueated N^fatiyely-Intorrosratiyely. 

« 

In negative-interrogative verbs, the rule for conju- 
gating verbs negatively and the one for conjugating 
them interrogatively are combined. 

EXAMPLES 

PRESENT INDICATIVE— &TBE PBETBBITE INDEFINITE- YENIB 

ne suis-je pas ? ne suis-je pas venu ? 

n*es-tu pas ? n*es-tu pas venu ? 

n*est-il pas? n'est-il pas venu ? 

ne sommes-nous pas ? ne sommes-nous pas venus? 
n'6tes-vous pas? n^6tes-vous pas venus? 

ne sont-ils pas ? ne sont-ils pas venus ? 

FUTURE-WALLER CONDITIONAL— 8E RENDBB 

n'irai-Je pas ? ne me rendrais-Je pas ? 

n'iras-tu pas ? ne te rendrais-tu pas ? 

n'ira-t-il pas ? ne se rendrait-il pas? 

nUrons-nous pas ? ne nous rendrions-nous pas ? 

n'irez-vous pas ? ne vous rendriez-vous pas ? 

n^iront-ils pas ? ne se rendraient-ils pas ? 

Practice on other verbs and tenses. 
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Pronominal or Reflexive Verbs 

Pronominal or reflexive verbs are conjugated like 
other verbs. The pronoun is declined as below. 

Eeciprocal verbs are conjugated the same way, but 
are, of course, used in the plural only. 

The compound tenses, as already noticed elsewhere^ 
are conjugated with the auxiliary 6tre. 

je me 
tu te 
il se 
nous nou8 

VOU8 VOU8 
il8 86 

EXAMPLES 



PRESENT INDICATIVE 

je me cache 
tu te caches 
11 se cache 
nous nous cachons 
vous vous cachez 
lis se cachent 



PLnPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE 

que je m'en fusse all6 

que tu t'en fusses all6 

qu'il s^en ftit all6 

que nous nous en fussions all^s 

que vous vous en fussiez all6s 

quails s'en fussent all^s 



Practice on other verbs and tenses. 
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Passive Verbs 



The passive form in French is not used as fre- 
quently as in English. 
It is conjugated in all tenses with the auxiliary ^^rc. 

EXAMPLES 



PBESENT INDICATIVE 

je suis aim6 

tu es aim6 

il est aim6 

nous sommes aini6s 

vous 6tes aim6s 

ils sont aim^s 



PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE 

que je sois aim6, etc. 

IMPERATIVE 

sois aiin^, qu'il soit aim^, 
etc. 

PARTICIPLES 

6tant aim6 
ayant 6t6 aim6 

INFINITIVE 

6tre aim6 



Practice on other verbs and tenses. 
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Impersonal Verbs 

Some verbs are used only in the third person sin- 
gular. 

EXAMPLES 



PRESENT INDICATIVE 

il neige 

IMPERFECT INDICATIVE 

il neigeait 

PRETERITE DEFINITE 

11 neigea 

FUTURE 

il neigera 



PRETERITE INDEFINITE 

il a neig6 

IMPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE 

qu'il neigeftt 

INFINITIVE 

neiger 



Practice on other verbs and tenses. 
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DeS VerbeS (Verbs for Practice) 



VERBS IN ER 


abaiHfler 


crfier 


abandonner 


p^cher 


s'abrlter 


p^her 


accabler 


ponctuer 


accepter 


prier 


accompagner 


se rappeller 


s'amuser 


remercier 


afiliger 


se soiguer 


appeler 


tAcher 


s'associer 


tacher 


avancer 


se tromper 


confesser 


travailler 


bailler 


sevanter 


d^barquer 


visiter 


egayer 


voler 


epargner 


voyager 


s'exciiHer 


serrer 


gager 


siffler 


nier 


tousser 


panser 


tourner 


envoyer 


soup90]iner 


aller 


s^en aller 



The French Verb Simplified. 



43 



VERBS IN 


IR 


adoucir 


tarir 


s^abroutir 


punir 


agir 


hair 


s'assoupir 


oui'r 


b^nir 


veruir 


b&tir 


venir 


^claircir 


mtlrir 


s'enhardir 


salir 


flechir 


se retrecir 


fleurir 


se refroidir 


fremir 


reflechir 


pAlir 


choisir 


r6tir 


tenir 


polir 




VERBS 1 1^ OIR 


percevoir 


devoir 


apercevoir 


choir 


concevolr 


dechevoir 


decevoir 


echevoir 


VRRRS IN RE 


apprendre 


rfipondre 


attendre 


rCpandre 


condescendre 


retondre 


< defendre 


revendre 


descendre 


suspendre 


mordre 


tordre 


pendre 


rie iTiorfondre 


se rendre 


perdre 


joindre 


moudre 
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The remarks respecting the defective and anoma- 
lous verbs are based on BracJiet : Orammaire histo- 
rique de la Langue frangaiae and other authorities. 



Defective and Anomalous Verbs 



I.— DEFECTIVE VERBS 

The defective verbs are, two in er : eater ^ tiaaer; six 
in ir : faUlir^fMr^ issir, ouir^ querir, gesir; five in oir : 
souloirj faUoir, chaloir^ choir ^ aeoir; and eight in re: 
braire^ frirCy tiatre^ clore^ aoudre^ aourdre^ traire, paitre. 

1. Ester. — Used now only in the infinitive, in law. 

2. TissER and Tistre.— Both derived from the Latin 
texere. The old form tiatre has disappeared, tiaaer 
beiug used instead, but the past participle tiaau 
(from tistre) has remained. 

3. Faillir. — The three persons in the singular, je 
faiucy tu faux, U faut^ are rarely used now. They 
have remained in the expressions lecoeurme/aut^ 
au bout de Vaune faut le drap. The old future 
and conditional forms, favdrai^ faudraia^ have 
also been replaced by the regular forms, faiUirai^ 
failliraia, 

4. F^RiR has only remained in the expression, aana 
coupfirir, 

5. IssER. — Participle present iaaant^ participle past 
iaau. 
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6. OuiR.— From the Latin au {d) ire^ used only in 
five forms : past participle oui. In Law Courts 
oyez, 

7. Qu6rir. — The compound forms are acqu^rir^ re- 
qu^rir conqv^rir; they take double r in the future, 
and| of course, also in the conditional. 

8. Gesir. — Only two forms are left, the present 
participle giaant and third singular present indica- 
tive git. The old infinitive was gisir. 

9. Br aire. — According to the French Academy, only 
used in the infinitive, the third persons of the 
present of the indicative (brait^ braient), eLud the 
third persons of the future and conditional {brairaj 
bi'airontj brairait^ brairaient), M. Littr6 objects 
to this restricted use. 

10. Frire.— This verb still has most of its tenses {trie, 
frlraiy frit^ etc.), except in the imperfect friais 
the present participle /Wan<, the subjunctive /Wc, 
and the three plural forms of the present of the 
indicative, /nows, friezy Jrixxient, All these forms 
existed in the old French. 

11. Clore. — Used only in the singular of the following 
simple tenses. Present indicative : je cloa, tu closj 
il ddt ; future, je clorai, etc. ; conditional, je do- 
raiSy etc. ; subjunctive present, queje closcy etc. 

12. SouDRE. — Old French soldrcy from the Latin 
solvere^ just as wowdre, from the Latin molere. 
The past participle was sous. The compound 
forms absoudre (ab-solvere), dissoudre (dis-sol- 
vere), r^soudre ( re-sol vere), have the past parti- 
ciples absouSy diaaous; reaoua has given place to 
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r^eolu^ but has, according to the French Acade- 
my, remained in the expression, le brouiUard a 
r^sous en pluie. 

13. SouBDRB.— From the Latin swrgrere. A derivative 
participle in the shape of source is left and is 
used as a noun ; its compound form is resatmrce, 

14. Traire. — Trayant^ trait ^ je trais, etc. This verb 
has no preterite definite, and therefore no im- 
perfect of the subjunctive. Abstraire^ distraire, 
extraire^ rentraire, retraire and souatraire are 
conjugated the same way. 

16. PaItre. — Faiasant, je paia. Used only in the 
three primitive tenses and those derived from 
them. The compound 7*^>aitre is used in all the 
tenses; the past participle is r^ma^ and the pre- 
terite definite, je repua^ etc. 

16. SouiiOiR.— Had all the tenses in old French ; is 
used rarely and only in the third singular of the 
imperfect of the indicative ; il aoulait, i. e., he, 
used to. 

17. Falloir. — Derived from /a7/ere and has the same 
origin SLsfaillir and is conj ugated like it (old forms). 

18. Chalotr.— Used only in the third singular pres- 
ent indicative, as, il ne rrVen chavt— it matters not 
to me. It is found in La Fontaine, Moli^re and 
Pascal. 

19. Choir. — From the Latin cadere^ only used in the 
infinitive. In the seventeenth century the future 
cherrai also existed. Compounds: d^choir and 
^choir. 

20. Seoir. — From the Latin aedere. The participles 
a^ntj aia are still sometimes used. The compounds 
are : raaaeoir and auraeoir. Bien-aeant^ mal-aeant. 
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IT.— ANOMALOUS VERBS 

Anomalous verbs are the only irregular verbs, prop- 
erly speaking, as they cannot at all be classified. 
There are fourteen such verbs. 

1. ALiiER. — The conjugation of this verb is made 
up of three different Latin verbs, a. The three 
first persons of the present of the indicative from 
vadere : je vaia, tu va«, il va, h. The future and 
the conditional : fir-ai^ fir-ais, from the Latin 
ire, c. All the other tenses: allaU (imperfect, 
conjugated regularly like verbs in er)\ cUlai 
(preterite definite, regular); aiUe (present subjunc- 
tive, regular endings), cUlaase (imperfect subjunc- 
tive, regular). From anare Old Latin, by chang- 
ing n to I, 

2. Envoybr. — The stem of the future and condi- 
tional is enverr. See orthographical remarks on 
page 18, respecting verbs ending in yer, 

3. B^NiR. — A distinction is made by grammarians 
between the past participle h^it (e) and Mni (e). 
The history of the language does not, however* 
justify the distinction. The participles in it drop- 
ped the t in the fourteenth century and h^nit be- 
came b&nU In the expressions, pain b^nit^ eau 
b^nite, the old participle has remained. 

4. CouRiR — Future and conditional : cowrrai, 
cot^rrais. 

5. MouRiR. — Present indicative: meurs^ meura, 
meurt ; mourona^ mourez, meurent ; imperfect in- 
dicative : reguXar ; preterite definite : mourus^ etc ; 
future: mourrai; conditional: same stem as fu- 
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ture; BubjuDctive pre^^nt : regular (see analysis, 
page 14); subjunctive imperfect; regutar-; present 
participle: regular; past participle: mort (e) 

6. ViVRE. — Irregular forms : future and conditional. 
See note on verbs in re, page 26 Preterite defi- 
nite: v^cua ; imperfect subjunctive, therefore, 
v^cusae; present participle, vivarU; past parti- 
ciple, v6cu. 

7. BoiRE — ^From the old French hoiore. Present in- 
dicative, 6oi8, 6oi«, boit; buvona, buvez^ boivent; 
imperfect indicative, buvais; future and condi- 
tional, regular; preterite definite, bus, etc.; im- 
perfect subjunctive, busse; participles, buvant, bu. 

8. Voir. — Present indicative, voia, etc., voyon8,vo,yezj 
vaient; preterite definite, vis; imperfect subjunc- 
tive, viaae; future, verrai; present participle, voy- 
ant ; past participle, vu. 

9. MuuvoiR. — Mouvanty md^ je metcSy etc., nou^ mou- 
vons, etc., ila meuvent, 

10. Sa VOIR. — Sachant ; su ; aaurai ; aache ; aua ; auaae, 

11. Valoir. — Volant; valu; je vaux: Je valua; je 
vaudrai; que je vaille, Pr^valoir is conjugated 
the same way, except in the present of the sub- 
junctive: que je pr^vale^ etc. 

12. £)crire. — £cria, ^orivantj ^crit ; otherwise regular. 

13. NaItre. — Naiaaantj n£; the present participle 
gives the stem of the plural, present indicative, 
also of the imperfect of the indicative ; the pre- 
terite indicative is naquia, and therefore the im- 
perfect subjunctive will be naquiaae, 

A few other defective and anomalous verbs exist. 
Let the student note them as he meets them in his 
reading. 
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